Even A Dead Father Knows Best

After Vinnie’s father was found 

Dead in bed some people said it

Was a heart attack from working

Too hard. Others said it was a

broken heart from his wife running 

Off with her hair dresser. Further

Theories held he was the victim of 

A Mafia hit, though no one could 

Say the exact reason. Every day 

Vinnie went to visit his father’s grave 

And on those hot summer days when 

Leaves hung like a laboring donkey’s 

Head and breezes were tucked away like

Linen napkins, you could hear Vinnie 

Talking to his father. In winter Vinnie

Cleared the ground of snow over his

Father so the dead man could hear him

Better. On silent days when the sound 

Of falling snow hummed a peaceful tune 

Through branches resembling black lightning 

Against the gray sky, Vinnie asked his father

What he should do with his life. One day 

Vinnie was gone.  Some people said he’d 

Moved west to Montana. Others said he was 

Locked away in an asylum to the north. 

There were even those who believed he too 

Had fallen victim to the Mafia and would be 

Found floating in a nearby lake.

And on those quiet days when young couples

Would sneak into cemetery at night, they

Could hear a voice saying, Vinnie, Vinnie,

Where are you?

